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RUSTY'S TIME
TRAVELLING ADVENTURES
Rusty the Dog has been travelling in time and
visited lots of different eras. You can explore with
him by downloading one of the learning packs
from the 'Rusty's Adventures' page on
www.westonmuseum.org.
Many different groups of people have moved to Britain over the
centuries and left their mark. The Romans invaded in 43AD and built
many roads, buildings and temples. Many of these sites have been
excavated over the years and you can even still visit some today.

TASK

1

-

WATCH
ROMAN

THE

VIDEO

OF

YATTON

Head to Weston Museum's YouTube
Channel or click on the link on the
Rusty's Adventures page of the website.
Watch the video 'Rusty On Location;
Roman Yatton' to learn about some
local Roman sites.

TASK
MAKE

2

-

YOUR

OWN

POT

Make a clay pot using the coil pot
technique, which uses a long snake of
clay coiled round and round.

Many thanks to North Somerset County Archaeologist,
Cat Lodge, for sharing this information

@westonmuseum

#westonmuseumrusty
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GREY

WARE

POTTERY

Fragments of ‘grey ware’ are probably the
most common type of pottery found on
Roman sites in Britain.
The term grey ware is used to describe
locally produced pottery that were made in
many different areas of Britain, and is grey
because of the type of clay that was used.
Most grey ware pottery was used for
cooking and serving food, or for storage.
Up to the start of the Roman period in
Britain pottery was being made, but was
seen as ‘lower quality’ than that from
across the rest of the Roman Empire.
British people learned how to make pottery
using Roman techniques, such as throwing
pots on a wheel using local clay.

@westonmuseum

#westonmuseumrusty
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POTTERY
IN

ROMAN

PRODUCTION
NORTH

roman pottery

SOMERSET

In 2017, Wessex Archaeology undertook
some excavations ahead of a new water
pipeline in North Somerset, and discovered
a pottery kiln that dated to the late 2nd to
early 4th century AD.
A kiln was excavated in 1963 by the North
Somerset Archaeological Research Group
at Venus Street (close to the discovery of
the kiln in 2017).
It was known that there was a pottery
industry located at Congresbury in the
Romano-British period. A local community
archaeology group known as YCCCART
(Yatton, Congresbury, Claverham & Cleeve
Archaeological Research Team) have been
surveying fields around the village to try
and find kiln sites.
Take a look at the map below to see where
kilns have been discovered and where the
surveys have shown there may be more!

@westonmuseum

#westonmuseumrusty
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CONGRESBURY

KILN

This discovery is significant as this is the
first kiln in the Congresbury area to be
excavated under modern conditions. The
amount of ‘waster’ material is also
interesting. Almost 35,000 sherds of
pottery were recovered during the
excavation of the kiln and the surrounding
area. The sherds of pottery come from a
range of vessels such as tankards, storage
jars, bowls, dishes and colanders!

The kiln comprised two structures, with an
outer kiln and a secondary smaller one built
within it. It is believed that this was done to
achieve higher firing temperatures,
although further analysis is needed to
understand the construction and use of the
structure.
The amount of ‘waster’ material may be
due to the kiln not reaching high enough
temperatures to properly fire the clay. Take
a look at the ‘wobbly’ pots excavated from
around the site!

@westonmuseum

#westonmuseumrusty
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OTHER

TYPES

POTTERY

roman pottery

NORTH

OF

FOUND

IN

SOMERSET

Grey ware is not the only pottery to be
found on Roman sites in North Somerset.
Fragments of Samian ware, amphora and
fine table wares have also been found on a
range of sites. These would have been
imported into the area.

Samian ware is usually decorated but can
also be plain. From Central Gaul (modernday France)
Amphorae are storage jars that would have
contained olive oil or wine, and would have
been imported from the Roman Empire

@westonmuseum

#westonmuseumrusty
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MAKE

A

COIL

POT

The hand building of pots using coils of clay
is one of the earliest methods of making
pottery, and was used by the Romans.
Sometimes they were finished on a potter’s
wheel to give them a smoother finish.

YOU

WILL

NEED:

Modelling clay
Modelling tools or something similar
such as a plastic knife

@westonmuseum

#westonmuseumrusty
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INSTRUCTIONS

• Make the base of your pot by taking a piece
of clay and rolling it out to a thickness of
approximately 1.5cm. Cut out a circle from
the clay (the size you want the base of your
pot to be).
• Now you need to make the sides using the
coil method. To start this, roll a few large
pieces of clay into long thin snake shapes.
You can choose the thickness, but they
should be around 2cm thick.
• Place one end of your first clay snake on top
of one of the edges of the base and begin to
wind it around the outside of the base. Once
you reach the end of the first piece, press it
down firmly to secure it to the base.
• Continue the coil process by adding the next
‘snake’ on top, building up vertically so that
you have a good number of rings of clay. Be
sure to keep pressing the coils down to
secure them in place.
• As you reach your desired height, begin to
taper to the top of your pot, reducing the size
of each ring until you have a gap of just a few
centimetres at the top.
• To finish your pot, you could smooth over
the joins of the coils with your fingers.

SHOW

US

YOUR

WORK!

Send us a picture of your work on social
media, find us on Facebook, Twitter or
Instagram @westonmuseum
Include the hashtag #westonmuseumrusty

@westonmuseum

#westonmuseumrusty

