iron age weaving
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RUSTY'S TIME
TRAVELLING ADVENTURES
Rusty the Dog has been travelling in time and
visited lots of different eras. You can explore with
him by downloading one of the learning packs
from the 'Rusty's Adventures' page on
www.westonmuseum.org.
Rusty loves going back to the Iron Age, as that is the era that he
originally came from! He loves seeing the amazing iron tools,
beautiful jewellery and cosy roundhouses, but he also loves seeing
the colourful clothing. Find out about how the Iron Age people made
their clothes in the video below and have a go at your own piece of
weaving.

TASK

1

-

WATCH
AGE

THE

VIDEO

OF

IRON

WEAVING

Head to Weston Museum's YouTube
Channel or click on the link on the
Rusty's Adventures page of the website.
Watch the video 'Iron Age Weaving' to
see how Iron Age people made fabric
and straps.

TASK

2

CREATE
OWN

SOME

OF

YOUR

WEAVING

Have a go at weaving with a piece of
thick cardboard and wool or string.
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OVER

AND

UNDER,

OVER

AND

UNDER...

Iron Age people made fabric by weaving
wool strands together on a loom in checked
patterns that looked a little like tartan.
The looms were made from wooden
branches fixed together to create a
rectangular space to hang wool threads
vertically from, with weights at the bottom.
Other threads would then be woven
amongst these from one side to another
going over and under, over and under.
Weaving a small piece of fabric can be done
in a similar way, using a piece of cardboard
to create a frame, instead of a loom.

YOU

WILL

NEED

-

- A piece of thick cardboard, at least as big
as a sheet of A5 paper
- Strong scissors
- Wool, string or similar thick thread
- Tape
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INSTRUCTIONS

- Cut notches or a zig zag pattern
into opposite ends of your piece
of cardboard, these will help to
make your threads evenly
spaced.
- Loop your wool round and
round the card. Position it in the
notches and keep it taught. Tape
the loose ends to the card, so
that it all stays in place.
- Cut a long length of wool and
begin weaving it through the lines
on the board, going over and
under each length.
- Keep doing this, going from side
to side until you have filled the
space. Then knot the loose ends.
- You can leave the weaving on
the board as a picture or cut the
top and bottom threads and tie
them to the ones next to them so
that they don't unravel.

SHOW

US

YOUR

WORK!

Send us a picture of your work on social
media, find us on Facebook, Twitter or
Instagram @westonmuseum
Include the hashtag #westonmuseumrusty

@westonmuseum

#westonmuseumrusty

